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Abstract: The annual closing of accounts in enterprises finds expression
in the succession of carrying out a set of stages. During the stage of preparation
for annual closing of accounts, the most important element is carrying out the
annual stock-taking of assets, owner’s equity and liabilities. The aim is to provide
objectivity of the quality characteristics of the annual financial report in the
economic subject, hence its reliability.
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Accounting is concerned with the collection, classification, summarization
and communication of financial information and the task of it is to provide a
detailed financial information that will be manageable and understandable about
an enterprise.t

The organization of the accounting process in enterprises is a consecutive,
interrelated and lawful carrying out of current accounting reporting and periodical
accounting reporting. The periodical reporting includes current periodical
reporting and annual closing of accounts.? The annual closing of accounts finds
expression in the transformation of information from current accounting reporting
into summarized accounting information about the activity of the enterprise,
comparison of income and expenses and respectively, establishing a financial

result for the accounting period.?

! <https://www.grossarchive.com/upload/1414587325.htm> last accessed on December 21, 2018;
The role of internal auditors in stock taking (A case study of total nigeria limited).

2 [loue, M., AnekcaHapos, CT. CueToBOJeH aHanu3 Ha (MHaHCOBMTE OT4YeTW. B. TbpHOBO,
Abarap, 2013, c. 36-37.

3 NywaHos, V.., Aumutpos, M. Kypc Mo c4eTOBOACTBO Ha NpefnpuaTueto. CeaMo OCHOBHO
npepaboTeHo 1 foMb/HeHO u3gaHue. C. PomuHa, 2011, c. 719.



The annual closing of accounts in enterprises finds expression in the
succession of carrying out a set of stages. During the stage of preparation for
annual closing of accounts, the most important element is carrying out the annual
stock-taking of assets, owner’s equity and liabilities.

According to the Accounting Law, the stock-taking of assets and liabilities
is carried out during each accounting period with the aim of their truthful
representation in the annual financial report in response to the main requirement
for the activity of enterprises — to present correctly and honestly their stock and
financial state, the reported financial result and the changes in the cash flows.*

This issue is also normatively regulated in the Accounting Law where the
following definition is drawn up: “Stock-taking is the process of preparation and
factual check through various tools of the natural and value parameters of the
assets and liabilities of the enterprise as of a particular date, comparing the
received results to the accounting data and establishing the possible differences.”
The aim is to provide objectivity of the quality characteristics of the annual
financial report in the economic subject, hence its reliability.

In order for the process of stock-taking to be accepted as an information
and control means in the enterprise, it must comply to the specific aspects of
economic activity, including, organizational, technological and natural®, and at the
same time subjected to the principles of: lawfulness (there must be a reason for
carrying out stock-taking), comprehensiveness (all assets, owner’s equity and
liabilities must undergo stock-taking), exactness (the information of stock-taking

must present truthfully the state of the enterprise) and timeliness (performing the

* According to the new Accounting Law “Enterprises whose net income of sales does not exceed
BGN 200,000 for the current accounting period, do not carry out a compulsory stock-taking.
Stock-taking is carried out on a decision by the management of the enterprise, upon request by the
organs of legal authority and other organs, when this is described in a law.

% Accounting Law (January 1, 2016; State Gazette 22/March 13, 2018).

¢ Socio-economic aspects do not affect stock-taking.



checks and preparing the results is carried out in compliance with the terms set in
the stock-taking order).”

In non-fiscal enterprises, all assets, owner’s equity and liabilities are
subject to stock-taking. This is dictated by the circumstance that when stock-
taking is carried out, the assets and liabilities are checked for diminution with a
view of observing cautiousness. It requires every asset or liability to be entered in
the balance sheet without being overrated or underrated. Without stock-taking
being carried out, there can be no further assessment.® Besides, in the context of
the applicable standards, it is clear that the aim of stock-taking is not only to
establish the available assets and liabilities of the enterprise as of the date of
preparing the financial report, but also to confirm whether all assets and liabilities
are real.

The objects of annual stock-taking /with full compliance with the structure
of the assets and liabilities of the enterprise/, as part of the preparatory stage of the
realization of the annual closing of accounts in economic subjects are:

 assets, including: recorded, but not deposited capital, intangible assets,
long-term tangible assets, long-term financial assets, tangible reserves,
investments, monies and expenses for future periods.

e owner’s equity — the aim is to ascertain correspondence between
accounting data and the data that has found expression in the registration

documentation of the economic subject and/or in the local court of registration; a

" 3a noseye MoApo6HOCTY BX.: YUnnpusHoB, M. MeTogmka 3a opMynMpaHe CTpaTerusata Ha
aneepcudnkauma B npegnpuatueto. // FognwHuk. CtonaHcka akagemus . A. LieHos - CBuLLOB,
AN LUeHos, 2003, 6p.Cll, ¢.171-228; YunpusHoB, M. [lpegumcTeBa Ha peiTMHra Ha
KOHKYPEHTHWTE CUMIN 3a CTpaTernyeckoTo ynpasneHue. // Quanor, AW LieHos, 2008, 6p. 1, c. 45-
57.

8 BbarapeHcka, C. Oco6eHOCTU MPY FOAULLIHOTO CYETOBOAHO MPUK/IOYBAHE Ha OTuYeTHaTa 2006
roguHa B arpapHuTe npeanpuatus. —b b A rap ¢ K u cyetoBoauTen, 6p. 4, 2007, . 3; Accounting
Law (January 1, 2016; State Gazette 22/March 13, 2018); IAS 1 Presentation of Financial
Statements; CC 1 NpefcTaBsHe Ha (HMHAHCOBU OTUETH.



comparison is made on the income and expenses of the whole activity of the
current accounting period in order for the accounting financial result to be
determined.

* liabilities, including: provisions and related debts, debts, funding and
income for future periods.

What not to include in annual stock-taking? — items have sold and title has
passed to the buyers, items hold on consignment, items have ordered, but have not
yet taken title to.°

In particular the annual stock-taking of receivables of enterprises from
customers is a prerequisite for the seller enterprises to review risks in relation to
their receivability. The accounting relationships of enterprises with third parties
are characterized with great diversity in relation to the type, place of
establishment, time of settlement and provisionality. In order to survive and be
more competitive, an increasing number of enterprises today provide contractors
with the option when they purchase and sell to delay and/or postpone in time the
payment of the cost of the realized production, goods, services, etc.

According to the requirements of 1AS 32 Financial tools: Presentation®
and NAS Financial Instruments: Presentation 32" the receivables from customers
are a financial asset; they are a contracted right treated as commercial receivables.

For every enterprise, the sale of assets leads to the receivables from
customers, for which an accounting article is prepared as the account Customers is

debited, while the accounts Income of sales and Tax on sales /if the enterprise is

% <https://www.paychex.com/articles/finance/importance-of-a-year-end-physical-inventory> last

accessed on January 05, 2019; Why It's Important to Perform a Year-End Physical Inventory?

19 Official journal of the EU; <http://eur-lex.europa.eu> last accessed on 06 January 2019.
3meHeHus B OmumaneH BECTHUK Ha EBpONeNcKMs Cbios.
<https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/BG/TXT/> last accessed on 15 January 2019.
<http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ> last accessed on 15 January 2019.

" MocTaHoBneHne Ha MuHncTepcku cbaeT Ne 394 ot 30.12.2015 . 3a U3MEHEHVE U JOMbIHEHNE
Ha HauvoHanHWTe CTaH4apTU 3a Manku W CpefHW NPeanpusaTus, KOUTO Beve Ce Hapuyat
HauuoHanHu cueToBoAHY cTanHapTw. 4B, 6p. 3 oT 12 aHyapu 2016 .


http://eur-lex.europa.eu/

registered under the VAT Law/ are credited. The law on Payables and Contracts
regulates that when a sale occurs, the seller shall transfer to the purchaser the
property of an item or another right, against a price which the purchaser shall pay
to the seller.*? Bearing in mind the increased demand for free funds of enterprises
and the increased share of receivables that are difficult to collect, over the last
years, more and more often enterprises make deals for collecting the receivables.

Such deals, on the basis of the annual stock-taking of receivables of
enterprises from customers for the next reporting period, can be said to be: 1)
intercompany deductions of receivables and payables; 2) paying off the service of
collecting the receivables to a third party enterprise /intermediary/ and 3) the sale
of receivables to a third party enterprises whose main activity is the collection of
doubtful receivables.

In the first case, each of the enterprises is both a supplier and a customer.
Each of the two enterprises has at the same time receivables from and debts to the
other enterprise and each of the sums /for enterprises registered under the VAT
Law™®/ consist of two components of the value of the contract /tax base/ and
VAT.* A bilateral written statement for deducting the smaller sum on the
invoice/s is drawn up. The difference in the values of the invoices becomes both a
debt for one of the enterprises and a receivable for the other. For example, if an
enterprise “A” is at the same time a supplier and a customer to enterprise “B” and
the enterprise “B” is at the same time a customer and a supplier of enterprise “A”,

then on the basis of the written statement, the accounting entries will be drawn up:

12 3akoH 3a 3agbmKeHusTa U gorosopute, O6H. B, 6p. 275 oT 22.11.1950 r. B cuna ofT
01.01.1951 r., n3m. AB. 6p.96 o1 1 [ekemspu 2017r., gon. AB. 6p.42 ot 22 Mai1 2018r.

13 3aKoH 3a JaHbK BbPXY A06aBeHaTa CToiHOCT. O6H. [1B. 6p. 63 0T 4 ABryct 2006 r. U3M. 1 Aon.
[OB. 6p. 24 o1 16 MapT 2018 .

 Konposa, M. @PaKTOpUHT — CHETOBOAHU M faHbYHK acnekTu. // Oenosa ceamuua, 2000, 6p. 13,

c.7.



In the accounting of enterprise “A”: first, account Suppliers against the
crediting of account Other creditors, analytical account “Contractor B” is debited
with a smaller sum than the value of the invoice/s on the deduction; second,
account Other creditors, analytical account “Contractor B” against the crediting of
account Customers will be debited with the same sum on the deduction; and third,
account Suppliers against the crediting of account Current account will be debited
with the sum which has remained as a debt of enterprise “A” to enterprise “B”
after the deduction.

In the accounting of enterprise “B”: first, account Suppliers against the
crediting of account Other creditors, analytical account “Contractor A” will be
credited; second, account Other creditors, analytical account “Contractor B”
against the crediting of account Customers will be debited with the same sum;
third, account Current account against the crediting of account Customers will be
debited with the sum which has remained as a receivable of enterprise “B” from
enterprise “A” after the deduction.

The accounting logic is analogous when the enterprises which participate
in the process amount to more than two. Another example is when analyzing the
purchases and sales between enterprises “A”, “B” and “C”, when enterprise “B”
has receivables from customers from enterprise “A”, and enterprise “C” has
receivables from customers from enterprise “B”. In order to avoid funds being
blocked, enterprise “B” can sign a contract with enterprise “C” for the transfer of
receivables from customers from enterprise “A”. This is usually at a value lower
than the value of the invoice, for which in its accounting, account Other creditors
Is debited while account Customers is credited, while the difference is entered in
the debit of account Other expenses. Parallel to this enterprise “B” settles its debts
to suppliers enterprise “C”. Then for enterprise “C”, receivables from customers

from enterprise “A” will occur, which are entered in the balance sheet only by



transferring the accounts of customers — account Customers, analytical account
“enterprise A” is debited, while account Customers, analytical account “enterprise
“B” is credited.

The other cases in the practice concern indications of doubtful receivables.

Enterprise “A” might have receivables from customers (enterprise “B”).
After a certain period of time, it can classify them as doubtful receivables and will
go about engaging an enterprise-intermediary (enterprise “D”) which will
complete the service “collecting the receivables” on the basis of a contract for
payment. In this case enterprise “A” does not sell receivables from customers,
which is why no change might be entered in its accounting. Analogous is the
situation with enterprise “D” which is an intermediary in the process and does not
have a reason to register the receivables from customers as its own. We
recommend an alternative option in which the accounting relations arising

% in the

between enterprise “A” and enterprise “D” are registered off-balance:*
accounting of enterprise “A” account Bailors are debited against the crediting of
account Other liabilities off-balance accounts, while in enterprise “D”, account
Other asset off-balance accounts is debited, while account Debts to bailors is
credited. The accounting of the service of collecting the receivable in enterprise
“A” is possible in two ways. In the first, it is registered as expenses for external
services, for which account Expenses for external services and account Tax for the
purchases is debited against the crediting of account Suppliers, analytical account
“enterprise “D”. In the second, no expenses for external services are registered in
enterprise “A”, but in enterprise “D” the income from the sales of services on the
credit of account Other incomes is registered and the sum is the difference
between the receivables from customers and the obligation on the contract for

collecting the trade receivables of enterprise “A”. Does enterprise “D” owe VAT?

> 3naTkos, VB. ChbupaHe Ha B3eMaHMs — CUETOBOAHO M JaHbLYHO TpeTupaHe. // Bbarapcku
cuetoBoguTen, 2009, 6p. 4, c. 25-26.



Because enterprise “D” is an intermediary in the process of collecting the
receivables, but it does not purchase them from enterprise “A”, according to the
VAT Law™®, the deal is exempt of supply.

Over the last years, we observe a marked increase in the share of deals for
the sale of receivables of third party enterprises, whose activity is the collection of
doubtful receivables. In such a situation, the deal for the purchase and sale of
receivables from customers (receivable of monies and money equivalents) is
interpreted as cession or cession deal; the enterprise which sells receivables from
customers — as a transferor; the enterprise-debtor — as a transferred debtor, while
the enterprise that purchases receivables from customers with the aim of
economic profit, is a cessionary’’ (in the practice, the colloquial term “collector
enterprise” is used). According to a signed contract for the purchase of
receivables, in the accounting of the transferor, a sale of doubtful receivables is
registered as there is a cash flow to the debit of account Current account which is
smaller than its accounting value. In the accounting of the transferred debtor, only
the change in the analytical account Suppliers is registered. In the accounting of
the cessionary, the purchased receivable shall be registered, which, according to
IAS 32 Financial tools: Presentation’, is at the price of acquisition. The
fulfillment of cession contracts is accompanied by a supply of the financial
service, the supplier of the service is the transferor, while the price at which the
receivable is transferred is accepted as a tax base of the supply.*®

16 3aKoH 3a JaHbK BbPXY j06aBeHaTa CTOHOCT. O6H. [B. 6p. 63 0T 4 ABryct 2006 . M3M. 1 J0M.
[OB. 6p. 24 o1 16 MapT 2018 .

" Mo npen ot 3naTkoBs, VB. OTuMTaHe LieAMPaHeToO Ha B3eMaHusTa. // BbArapckn 3aKOHHMK,
2001, 6p. 10, c. 43.

18 Official journal of the EU; <http://eur-lex.europa.eu> last accessed on 06 January 2019. Ibid.
W3meHeHmns B OtmmaneH BeCTHMK Ha EBpoNeicKms Chios.
<https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/BG/TXT/> last accessed on 15 January 2019.
<http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ> last accessed on 15 January 2019.

¥ 3naTkoB, VIB. OTuMTaHe LefmpaHeTo Ha B3eMaHuaTa. LnT. cbu., c. 46-47.


http://eur-lex.europa.eu/

Therefore, during the preparation stage for the annual closing of accounts
in enterprises, the most important prerequisite is carrying out the annual stock-
taking not only of assets, but of owner’s equity and liabilities, as well with a view
of guaranteeing the accuracy of the annual financial report, which presents the
summarized economic state of the enterprise and it is not by accident that it is
associated with the information database regarding the property and financial
state, the reported financial result, the changes in the cash flows and owner’s
equity.®

The financial reports must be prepared clearly and in compliance with the
requirements of the Accounting Law and the National Accounting Standards. For
unsolved problems in the National Accounting Standards, the enterprise selects
and applies accounting policy in compliance with the International Accounting
Standards as it must announce this fact.

A particular emphasis is placed on the quality characteristics of financial
reports regarding the usefulness of the information provided in the financial
reports (creating this information is not as an end in itself, but is oriented towards
meeting the needs of making economic decisions by users) and the usefulness of
quality characteristics. %

A new moment is outlined with the Conceptual framework of financial
reporting®, which shifts the emphasis from financial reports to the purpose of

% Accounting Law (January 1, 2016; State Gazette 22/March 13, 2018); IAS 1 Presentation of
Financial Statements, ccC 1 MpeacTaBsiHe Ha (hMHaHCOBM oTyeTH;
<https://www.iasplus.com/en/standards/ias/ias1> last accessed on January 10, 2019.

! I'poseBa, H. HemaTepuanHW aKTMBM UM KayeCTBO Ha (DMHAHCOBOTO OMoBecTsBaHe. //
HapogHocTonaHcku apxms, 6p. 4, AW LleHos, 2015, c. 92.

2 CHRISTENSEN, J. Conceptual Frameworks of Accounting from an Information Perspective.
Accounting and Business Research. Vol. 40, Ne 3, 2010, p. 287-299; Conceptual Framework for
Reporting. Statement of Financial Accounting Concepts, Ne 8, September 2010; A Framework for
Financial Reporting Standards: Issues and a Suggested Model. Commentary. Accounting
Horizons, Vol. 24, Ne 3, 2010 p. 195-220.
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financial reporting. The purposes of financial reporting are a prerequisite for
defining the information in financial reports as useful.?

The quality characteristics of the financial reports according to the
regulations of the General regulations for the preparation and presentation of
financial reports (The working framework of the Council under IAS, respectively,
IASB)?* express the usefulness of the information which is presented to the users
in financial reports and find expression in comprehensiveness, relevance,
reliability and comparability.?

The quality characteristics of financial information according to the
Conceptual framework for financial reporting® are expressed in the possibility
for analysis of economic phenomena in space and time, deciding whether a certain
article is presented reliably, and whether the financial information is at the

disposal of users so that they realize their usefulness.

* Xk *

In conclusion, we can form the opinion that during the stage of preparation

of annual closing of accounts and the final annual taxation in non-fiscal

2 MycoB, M. 3a KaueCTBeHUTe XapaKTEPUCTMKM Ha MONe3HOCTTa Ha (1HAHCOBaTa MHOPMALS U
3a MOME3HOCTTa HA KAYyeCTBEHWUTE XapaKTepMCTUKW. KauyecTBO M MOME3HOCT Ha CYETOBOAHATA
nHpopmaums. CO0pHUK C LOKNaAM OT HayyHa KOH(epeHums. BapHa, Hayka u nkoHoMuKKa, 28-29
centemspyu 2012 r., c. 270.

% Mupua, A., Open, M., XonT, I". n gpyru. MC®O / IFRS. MexayHapogHu cTaHaapTu 3a
(hMHaHCOBa OTYETHOCT. PHKOBOACTBO, KOMEHTApW, NMPAKTUYECKO NPUIoXeHue. MbpBo m3gaHue.
C., Kanmbpu, 2009, c. 28-29.

» I'poseBa, H. HAKOM KpUTEpWUM OMpedensyy KayecTBOTO Ha (DMHAHCOBOTO OMOBECTsBaHe. //
13BeCcTuve Ha CbHO3a Ha yueHUTe — BapHa cepusi ,, XyMaHuTapHu Haykn” 1/2009, c. 27.

% CHRISTENSEN, J. Conceptual Frameworks of Accounting from an Information Perspective.
Accounting and Business Research. Vol. 40, Ne 3, 2010, p. 287-299; Conceptual Framework for
Reporting. Statement of Financial Accounting Concepts, Ne 8, September 2010; A Framework for
Financial Reporting Standards: Issues and a Suggested Model. Commentary. Accounting
Horizons, Vol. 24, Ne 3, 2010 p. 195-220.
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enterprises, the emphasis is placed on the annual stock-taking and tax regulation
of the effects arising from the assessment and reporting of tangible assets.?’

On the basis of the performed analysis of the essence of stock-taking, we
could form the opinion that stock-taking in non-fiscal enterprises is a means of
providing the management with information about the availability and changes of
assets, owner’s equity and liabilities and their assessment as of particular moment.
It is a tool for establishing the discrepancies between accounting and factual data
which stem from various economic processes. This is particularly necessary as of
the date of preparing the financial report with a view of providing truthful and
honest picture of the financial and property state of economic subjects finding

expression in precise and correct annual financial reports.
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